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Rezumat: ComunicŁm c©teva date noi ale speciei Camponotus tergestinus MÜLLER din Rom©nia ĸi Ungaria. DiscutŁm pe scurt 
distribuŞia acestei specii sub-meditareene rare ĸi o comparŁm morfologia cu C. fallax.
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Introduction

The myrmecofauna of central and eastern Europe 
is relatively well-known. The new wave of European 
ant taxonomy in recent decades has resulted not only 
in the description of new species and the elucidation 
of taxonomical problems, but also in the updating of 
old checklists and faunistic monographs, or the pub-
lication of new ones. Several such works were pub-
lished for central and eastern European countries (e.g. 
SEiFERT 2001, CZEcHOWSKI et al. 2002, STEiNER et al. 
2002, KARAmAN 2004, BRAĻKO 2006, PETROV 2006, 
BRAĻKO 2007, WERNER & WIEZIK 2007).

The checklist of the Romanian myrmecofauna was 
also recently updated (MARKÓ et al. 2006), and cur-
rently contains 105 species, which are considerably 
fewer than in neighbouring countries (see MARKÓ 
et al. 2006 for comparison). In addition to cryptic, 
sub-Mediterranean and parasitic species, other quite 
common European species are not listed yet. Clearly, 
the Romanian myrmecofauna is still insufýciently 
known, especially when compared to that of Hungary. 
A checklist of Hungarian ants was compiled in the 
late 1990s and reports a fair number of sub-Mediter-
ranean species among the 121 taxa recorded so far, in 
concordance with the countryôs geographic position 
(GALLÉ et al. 1998).

Although the number of reported Camponotus 
species in Central Europe seems relatively stable and 
low (MARKÓ et al. 2009), suggesting that the status of 
the genus is fairly clear, there are still taxonomic and 
faunistic þaws in our knowledge (see MARKÓ et al. 
2009). Quite common Camponotus species are still 

being reported as new ýndings for the myrmecofauna 
of certain countries, e.g. C. truncatus (SpiNOLA, 1808) 
in Poland (BOROWIEc 2007, SUChOCKA et al. 2008). 
At present, and accepting the validity of C. atricolor 
(SEiFERT 2007), 10 Camponotus species are reported 
from Romania (MARKÓ et al. 2006); but, because of its 
geographic position and high habitat diversity (from 
alpine zones to continental steppes and sub-Mediter-
ranean maritime habitats), the occurrence of further 
Camponotus species is expected. Hungary has 10 
Camponotus species (GALLÉ et al. 1998, GALLÉ et al. 
2005); yet, as the Hungarian myrmecofauna includes a 
considerable number of sub-Mediterranean elements, 
the chances to discover any additional southern Medi-
terranean Camponotus are quite high.

Here we are reporting the ýrst Hungarian and 
Romanian records of a rare Camponotus species: C. 
tergestinus MÜLLER, 1921.

Material examined

The ýrst ýndings of C. tergestinus in Romania con-
sisted of six workers, one winged gyne and one male, 
all alive, collected in Israel, Haifa Port, on 04.04.2007 
by L. GAhANAmA from a container with Quercus spp. 
logs from Plopeni (N 45.0646, E 25.981), Prahova 
County, Romania. The small town of Plopeni is lo-
cated in Southern Romania, close to the feet of South-
ern Carpathians, and it is surrounded by oak forests. 
According to the documents provided by the cus-
toms authorities the oak logs had been sealed in the 
container in Plopeni, Romania, and shipped directly 
to Israel through ConstanŞa Port. Contamination of 

Summary: Some new records of Camponotus tergestinus MÜLLER, a rare sub-Mediterranean species, from Romania and Hungary 
are reported. Its distribution and a comparison with its closest relative C. fallax are brieþy discussed.
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