REZUMAT
PE DRUM. Documente privind incercarile de constituire a so-
cietatii si natiunii evreiesti in Transilvania (1918-1940)

Lucrarea de fata se imparte in patru parti distincte. Prima parte reprezinta un studiu
introductiv despre miscarea national-sionista evreiasca si autoorganizarea societatii
evreiesti in Transilvania interbelicd. Partea a doua include o colectie de 83 de documente.
Cea de-a treia parte cuprinde o cronologie a istoriei evreilor din Transilvania intre anii
1918-1940. Ultima parte contine datele biografice ale unor lideri evrei din Transilvania
interbelica.

Prin unirea Transilvaniei, Bucovinei si Basarabiei cu Romaénia, patru comunitati
evreiesti distincte au fost incluse in acelasi teritoriu administrativ, constituind in total o
populatie de peste 750 000 de persoane. Aceste comunitéti se distingeau prin istoria lor
si prin gradul de integrare in cadrele statale dinainte de 1918. Comunitétile din Basarabia
(200 000) si Bucovina (90 000) se aseméanau prin cultura idis, prima venind dintr-un regim
rus opresiv, cea din Bucovina bucurandu-se de regimul austriac, mult mai tolerant.

In deceniul al doilea al secolului al XX-lea, majoritatea evreilor ardeleni au fost asimilati
de catre populatia maghiard din zona sau se aflau intr-un stadiu de asimilare avansata.
Aproape 80% dintre ei aveau deja ca limba materna maghiara. Printre cele mai importante
centre evreiesti se numarau Sighetul Marmatiei, Satu Mare, Oradea, Timisoara, Arad,
Alba Iulia, Dej, Cluj si Targu Mures.

Dupa recensamintele maghiare din 1910, pe teritoriile Ungariei de Est (ulterior
Transilvania) cedate mai tarziu Romaéniei, traiau 182. 489 de persoane de religie israelita.
Recensamantul roman din 1930 arata o populatie de 192. 833 de israeliti, acestia
reprezentand 3,4% din locuitorii Transilvaniei.

Unirea Transilvaniei cu Roménia poate fi consideratd un punct de cotitura in viata
comunitatii evreiesti din Transilvania. Evreii, impreund cu maghiarii, dintr-o populatie
majoritard au ajuns o minoritate. Odata cu schimbarea imperiului s-a accelerat si procesul
de segregare in cadrul societétii evreiesti din aceasta provincie. La fel ca in cazul celorlalte
teritorii pierdute de catre Ungaria dupa primul rdazboi mondial, evreii din Transilvania
aveau de ales intre doua optiuni: solidarizarea in continuare cu minoritatea maghiara sau,
cedand presiunii de izolare a statului romén - delimitarea de societatea maghiara.

Astfel, evreii din Transilvania nu alcatuiau o societate compacta si unitara, ei fiind
grupati in jurul mai multor ideologii si organizatii: Partidul Maghiar din Romania, Uniunea
Nationald a Evreilor din Transilvania, Uniunea Evreilor Roméani, Partidul Social Democrat,
Partidul Comunist (din 1924, in ilegalitate) si diferitele partide politice roméanesti.

Partidul Maghiar a fost organizat pe criterii etnice. Astfel, evreii care s-au alaturat
partidului au fost in special cei deja asimilati, cu identitate maghiara. In schimb, Uniunea
Nationala a Evreilor din Transilvania atrdgea evreii care simpatizau cu miscarea nationald
evreiascd, numéarul lor devenind tot mai mare spre sfarsitul perioadei interbelice. Uniunea
Evreilor Roméni, fosta Uniune a Evreilor Paméanteni din Roménia, si-a schimbat in 1919
orientarea si a adoptat o politicd de asimilare moderatd, o ,roménizare moderatd”. Adeptii
ardeleni ai acestei organizatii s-au recrutat mai ales din randul restransei populatii evreiesti
romane din provincie si dintre liderii evrei aflati in conflict cu sionistii ardeleni (de exemplu,
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cazul lui Miksa Klein). Cursul vietii publice evreiesti in perioada dintre cele doua rézboaie
mondiale a fost puternic marcat de cele trei orientari politice majore.

Studiul introductiv incerarca sa giseasca raspunsuri la intrebéari privind modul in care
populatia evreiasca, divizata pe plan religios (ortodocsi, neologi, comunitati de orientare
statu-quo ante, sefarzi, hasizi) si, de asemenea, pe plan ideologic, a reusit sd se adapteze
noilor provocari aparute dupa primul razboi mondial. Am incercat, de asemenea, si prezint
strategiile identitare evreiesti care au aparut ca raspunsuri la schimbaérile politice interne
si internationale.

Lucrarea analizeazd modul in care unii factori interni si externi, ca de exemplu
migcarea sionista, infiintarea Partidului Evreiesc, antisemitismul roméanesc sau maghiar,
migcarile studentesti roménesti sau legislatia antievreiascad, au contribuit la segregarea
evreilor de populatia maghiard si la renasterea constiintei nationale evreiesti. Prin
studierea sistemului institutional national-evreiesc, am incercat sa prezint rolul institutiilor
in formarea identitatii evreiesti si in autoorganizarea societatii evreiesti interbelice din
Transilvania.

In concluzie, spre sfarsitul perioadei interbelice cel putin un sfert din populatia
evreiasca din Transilvania a devenit adepta a sionismului, iar proportia celor care si-au
asumat o identitate evreiasca era in jur de 50%. Indiferent de identitate si de orientarile
politice, majoritatea evreilor ardeleni si-a pastrat limba si cultura maghiara de-a lungul
perioadei respective.

Fonduri arhivistice distincte privitoare la istoria evreilor din Transilvania interbelica
nu existd decat la Arhivele Federatiei Comunitatilor Evreiesti din Romania (Bucuresti) si
la cateva comunitati evreiesti din tard. Majoritatea documentelor evreiesti pastrate la
comunitatile din Ardealul de Nord au fost distruse in timpul Holocaustului sau au ajuns
in locuri necunoscute incd. Din aceasta cauza putem sd apeldm doar la documentele sud
ardelene. Arhiva institutiilor evreiesti (Uniunea Nationald a Evreilor din Transilvania,
Partidul Evreiesc din Transilvania) nu a fost gésitd pana momentul de fatd. Consultarea
documentelor pastrate in arhivele din Israel si din Europa de Vest va reprezenta o noua
etapa a cercetdrilor pe aceastd tema.

In partea de documente a cartii sunt publicate patru tipuri de surse: documente
arhivistice, articole aparute in presé, rapoarte publicate ale organizatiilor evreiesti si scrieri
teoretice asupra problemei identitétii evreiesti.
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SUMMARY
UNDERWAY. Documents on the Transylvanian Jewish social and
national construct attempts (1918-1940)

The present book consists of four major parts: 1. An introductive study on the Jewish
national-Zionist movement in Transylvania between the two World Wars, 2. Eighty-three
documents, 3. The chronology of the history of the Transylvanian Jewry between 1918
and 1940. 4. Short biographies of some important Transylvanian Jewish leaders between
the World Wars.

Through the union of Transylvania, Bucovina and Bessarabia with Romania four
different Jewish communities have been integrated into the same territorial
administration, and thus they formed a population of over 750 000 inhabitants.
Nevertheless, these communities differed in their history and level of integration in the
different state polities prior to 1918. The Jewish communities in Bessarabia (200 000
Israelites) and Bucovina (90 000 Israelites), for example, were bound together by their
Yiddish culture, but came from different state traditions: while the Jews from Bessarabia
lived under an oppressive Russian regime, in Bucovina the Austro-Hungarian
administration was more tolerant with the Jewish population.

Up to the second decade of the twentieth century the majority of the Transylvanian
Jewry assimilated into the Hungarian nation: around 80 % of the Transylvanian Jews
spoke Hungarian as mother tongue. On the East-Hungarian territories enclosed to
Romania (henceforth Transylvania) lived 182 489 Israelites in 1910, while their number
increased to 192 833 in 1930, that made 3,4% of the Transylvanian populace. The main
Jewish centres were Maramarossziget (Sighetul Marmatiei), Szatmarnémeti (Satu Mare),
Nagyvarad (Oradea), Temesvar (Timisoara), Arad, Gyulafehérvar (Alba Iulia), Dés (Dej),
Kolozsvar (Cluj) and Marosvasarhely (Targu Mures).

The matter of fact, the enclosure of Transylvanian to Romanian was the real turn in
the life of the Transylvanian Jewry, since they became a minority together with the
Hungarians, and consequently, segregations started within the Jewish community. The
Transylvanian Jewry, as other communities that lived in Hungary before 1918, had to
decide whether they throw in their lot with the Hungarians, or detach themselves from
the Hungarians ceding to the Romanian dissimilation policy.

The contemporaneous Transylvanian Jewish communities were far from being unitary,
and were split along different organizations, such as the Hungarian National Party,
Transylvanian Jewish National Union, the Transylvanian branch of the Romanian Jewish
Union, Social Democratic Party, Communist Party (in illegitimacy from 1924) as well as
other Romanian political factions.

The Hungarian National Party was instituted on ethnic and minority basis, thus mainly
the assimilative Jews joined this political group. Contrary, the Transylvanian Jewish
National Union was built up by Zionists, those who rejected the assimilation and acted
for the national movement of the Transylvanian Jews. Primarily, the Romanian Jewish
Union was established to defend the civil rights of the Jews in the Old Romanian Kingdom,
and then in 1919 it turned to the moderate national wing. This party gained adherents
especially among the scattering Romanian Jews in Transylvania and among those
politicians who came into a conflict with the Transylvanian Jewish National Union (e.g.
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Miksa Klein). As a sort of conclusion it can be asserted that these three main policies
shaped the Transylvanian Jewish society in the twenties and thirties of the twentieth
century.

The main research question of my survey refers to the identity of Transylvanian Jews.
I try to outline the strategies adopted by the Transylvanian Jewry in defining their identity
after the First World War and change of power, taking into consideration the confessional
and social differentiations of a mainly Hungarian speaking Jewish population. At the same
time I aim to present their answers to the new political and cultural challenges.

Nonetheless, I analyze the influence of Zionism, anti-Semitism, Romanian student
movements and derogations from civil rights on the dissimilation from Hungarians and on
the reinforcement of Jewish national identity. I also investigate the changes of Jewish political
activity within the new state polity. Furthermore, I make an attempt to detect the Zionist
movement’s level and form of contribution to the self-organization of the Transylvanian Jewry,
and reckon its role in the awakening and apperception of Jewish identity.

To conclude, I would assert that by the end of the inter-war period at least a quarter
of the Transylvanian Jews became adherents of Zionism, and around fifty percent assumed
the Jewish identity. The majority of the Jews, however, kept the Hungarian language and
culture throughout this period.

The very few self-depending sources concerning the history of the Transylvanian Jewry
are found in the archive of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Romania in Bucharest
and at a few congregations. Since the archives of the Northern Transylvanian Jewish
communities had been destroyed during the Holocaust or moved to yet unknown locations,
the scholars can rely only on the Southern Transylvanian source material. The records of the
Jewish institutions, advocacy organizations haven’t been discovered yet, albeit those would
have been of major importance for the research. Thus, as far as the inter-war Jewish social
construct is concerned, I could rely only on the scarce and dispersed documents in the Jewish
community’s archive in Arad and in the Jewish Federation’s archive in Bucharest.

It is well known from published surveys, that a series of documents referring to the
Transylvanian Jewry can be studied in different archives in Israel. Most of them related
to Zionist youth organizations (e.g. correspondences with the international organization).
Important further steps might be possible in the Transylvanian Jewish national movement
research, if those documents are investigated.

Unfortunately the source collection of this book contains fewer documents regarding
the Transylvanian Jewish orthodoxy. The disproportion is due to the lack of sources: the
archives of the important Transylvanian Jewish orthodox congregations have disappeared
during the war, or were destroyed. Therefore, I replenished the gaps with contemporaneous
press-material and with the edited reports of the Jewish advocacy organizations.

As a matter of fact, there are four types of documents included in this selection:
unedited primary sources, press-material, reports of organizations, and theoretical works
on the Jewish identity issue.

The guiding principles of selection were on one hand the time span between the two
World Wars, and the topics, on the other hand. I tried to select documents regarding the
self-organization of the Transylvanian Jewry, the integration into the Romanian
administrative and political system, and the Jewish attitude towards the Hungarian nation.
Consistently, I aimed to reflect in the selection the debates within the Jewish community
regarding the different opinions and self-definitions. However the image of the Jews within
the larger community, the Hungarian - Jewish relations, and Jews with Hungarian identity
are not included in the selection topics. Thus, the documents referring to Jews with
Hungarian identity or to the assimilative public personalities are meant to reflect the
relation and the dialog within the Jewish community.
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