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Introduction

The Mihai Eminescu Trust, founded in 1987, is active in the Saxon region of Transyivania,
and 15 concerned with the conservation of cultural and natural hertage, and the
promotion of education, culture, refigion, and academic research within Romania For the
consenvation of the natural hentage, the M ETrust financed a study of flora of the area, by
Dr John Akercyd FLS and Dr Owen Mountford of the Natural Environment Research
Council

This paper 1s the resuit of a fauna survey supported by the M E Trust This survey took place
in July and August of 2002 The survey was coordinated by (if Jacobs, Preter Blondé and
Sofie De Valck, all members of the Belgian orgarsaton, N or Jeugdbond voor
Natuurstucie en Mireubescherrming (transiated. Youth for Nature Study and Environmental
Conservation] This central group got help of some Belgian speciaists of some taxa, and
the survey information collected by the partcipants of the youth camp orgamised n the
area by the central group

The main goal of the fauna survey is to make an inventory of the present fauna diversity n
order to promote the Bunestl and Laslea areas becoming model Natural Parks under ILCN
(international Umon for Conservation of Nature) Category 5 {“areas recognised for thew
landscape value and which requiire active management by local cornmunities in order to
retain their special qualities”)
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my Fieid Mouse Apodemus microps T
\Wood Mouse Apodemus syivaticus T
Yellow-necked Mouse Apodernus flavicollis T
Striped Field Mouse Apodemus agranus D.OST
Brown/Common Rat Rattus nornvegius S.H
House Mouse Mus muscuius OSHT
Fat Dormouse Glis glis D,SPT
Common Dormouse Muscardinus avelianarus  |OX
Common Hamster Cricetus cricetus H
Resuits of the visits of church attics an me other roof

Roofs of 14 old bulldings were visited with as mamn goal to find bats The most commaen

found genus is Plecot

us

i Bats
p Building Bats visible |present |Species Remark
! Bunest main
ichurch No 0
M hq [Bunest Orthodox
church 1 Yes Plecotus auntus
i Bunest! sheep
: jstable No No s Tawny owl
; Fat Dormouse
‘q Closendorf main
i * church NO No -
i ICrit main church Yes Yes Flecorus urtus
Myotis myotis
W\W\ esendorf main Plecots
3 church 2 lYes SUSLIFCUS Dead
i /IMesendorf Orthodox
; ichurch Colony > 20 |Yes Plecotus austnacus
' Roades church Yes Yes 7 Eastern hedgehogs
A S\ -|viscri church IYes Yes Myors myots  |Colony disappeared
U‘\ﬂ -lLaslea main
i ichurch No Yes 7
,Malancrav main
ichurch No No - Colony disappeared
K¥“Malancrav § Colony>15 |Yes  |Eptesicus russony
: |l1 ~|Noul Sasesc
' main church Colony es Eptesicus rissony
Noul S Romanian
church No No =
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Discussion Mammals

diversity in general and the number of species that are described as ‘threatened’ in the
abrat-directive and the Romanian red list of threatened species, :ndicates that the
Beqion is of great importance for the conservation and observaton of mammals  In total
e found 48 species present in the area This number represents 45 % of all species of the
manian mammal fauna The total number of reported species is just higher as the total
number of reported species from the ‘Piatra Craiulu National Park’ (47 species)] The best
frepresented order is that of the Rodents with 14 species, followed by the Chiroptera with

812 species

. The 2000 IUCN Rea List of Threatened Species in Romania are

Glis gs  FAT DORMOUSE LR/t
rdinus avellanarius COMMON DORMOUSE LR/nt
Sciurys vulgans RED SQUIRREL LR/nt
Lutra lutra COMMON OTTER VU/AZcde
Nyctalus lersler LESSER NOCTULE LR/nt
Nyctallus lasiopterus GREATER NOCTULE LR/nt
Myotis myotis GREATER MOUSE EARED BAT LE/nt
Barbastellus Barbasetellus BARBASTELLE BAT VU AZc

Appendix Il of the European Habitat directive species

Brown bear Ursus arctos, Wolf Carus lupus, Otter Lutra lutra, Greater mouse eared bat
Myotis myotis and Barbastelle bat Barbastellus barbastelius

Focus on some important mammal species

Bats:

All European bats are protected by national and international laws and agreements  Ali of
them have to be protected as described in the EU-Habitat directive Four of the recorcec
spectes of bats appear in the Romanian red list and in the Habitat directive Appendix Il This
proves again the importance of protection of the bats, and even more, the protection of
their habitatl

Bats were found at more than 50% of the reported churches Only at one on six churches,
no evidence of the presence of bats was found We found evidence that bats also use
other roofs of historical buildings, (e.g the Malancrav theatre) Because of the high number
of churches with bats and because of the diversity of bat species on churches (5 reported
species in 13 churches), churches in the Saxon region should also be protected They are
very important for the conservation of several bat species  This protection should include

-Education on the importance of bats to the responsible of the church

-Closing places for general public of places where bat colonies are found

-No restoration at the place of colories while bats are present, especially when the

young's are born  No restoration activities should take pece at this sites mentionec

from April to August
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4mprovernent of e churches for bats by gving them several and diverse hiding
places UsiNG Amercan nursery bat boxes RiIgh 1 the roof and in the tower Could
be the best way [0 do this
Some species are never found in Nouses. some are only found i Nollow trees Examples of
the use of nollow trees can be found in the chapter Breite Plateau’

For the existence of Dats in a region, the bats do not only need roosting places, but also
suttable hunting places  To ennch these suitable hunting places they need hne-shaped
vegetation structures in the landscape  Because bats find ther way trough echolocation,
they neec a structured landscape The Dorder of a forest, a stone wall, a nouse, trees near
the water and tree-ines in general are necessary, espec:ally for bats with 3 quiet sonar,
such as the Long-eared bat thal produces souncs that only reach a few meters The
numerous places with long-eared Dats show (hat the iangscape s stili conerent and that
the bats easly can get anywhere «n the region by using landscape elements  The
connectivity of the "hunting areas’ of the bats 15 not only \mpartant for them, but also for
many other organisms such as butterflies, and larger mammais or birds  The presence of
hunting places of the extremely are Barbastelie at the Brette Plateau and at an orchard in
Mesendorf indicates a high abundance of Lepidoprers and other soft night insects

Brown Bear

The population of Bears in Romania is estimated at about 5500 individuals, which represent
about 50 % of the European population west of Russia It's the second argest population in
Europe

During our stay we could notice that Bears are stll present in the area, but in cifferent
densities  In the Viscr area we found evidence at one place of 3 constant population  But
all the large forest are used by migrating :ncviduals  The best place to find footpnints 1s on
the siopes of the hills between Roaces and Bunesti or at the other side of the hili north of
Roades On both places where several fresh footprints and bear faeces found The surface
of forest used by the bears is about 50 sguare kilometres The total terntory used by bears
include the surrouncec habitats as well  Local peopie told us that the mother of a young
bear was shot three years ago  In the forest arounc Mesendorf. there 1s probably a second
popuiation of Bears

For bears, the whole south-western region of Sighisoara can probably be seen as a big and
Coherent landscape suitable for several families of bears it s our impression that the man

0



rauna Survey of the Saxon Villages

3 Areas which need special attention

31 Areas endangered due to disastrous future plans

311 Breite plateau
‘ntroduction
i [otal, the grassy piateau of Brete

does not have an extremely Mgh
oo versity levelr  Whie the grassy

Slateau has not foo mMuch speces, the ERy

surrounded siopes. with hornbeam-
oak woodiands anc Lre forest edges
contain a hgh dversity  Thus forest
surrounds the piateau totally and is an
mportant pat of the total Brete
Plateau ecosystem

Accorcing o us, & very imporant
argumert 0 protect the Bree
plateau, s the very special type of

landscape, with the enormous 0aks as [

mos: important  elements This
landscape s the result of hundreds of
years of grazng  Some wrational
decisions, for example making fires
uncer the old trees and more
wmportant  the  construction of  a
Dracula Park are tng threats  In fact
there s already a beautiful Dracula
Park, completely free and sustanadle,
the only thing you have to do is to
open your eyes and enoy the
mpressive landscape

Map
Breite Piateaw and surrouncding ‘orest
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Sspecie list Breite

Mammals

Ennaceus concolor Eastern Hedgehog
Sorex alpinutus Alpine Shrew
Sorex samniticus Common Shrew
Talpa europed Common Moie
Myous mystacnus/brandty Whiskered Bat
Myouss natterert Natter's Bat

Pprstrellus pioistrelius
Ppustrefius proistrelus

Common Pipistrelle
Pygmy Pipistrelie

Nyctalus leisier Leisler's Bat

Nyctalus noctuia Noctule Bat

Nyctalus lasiopterus Greater noctule
Plecotus aurtus/austriacus  Long-eared Bat
Barbastellus barbasteflus  Barbastelle Bat

Carus lupus Wolf

Wujpes vupes European Red Fox
Ursus arctos European Browns Bear
Mustela nvelis Weasel

Martes meles Eurasian Badger
Fels sytvestris Wild Cat

Sus scrofa Wild Bear

Cervus elaphus Red Dear

Capreolus capreolus Roe Dear

Saurus Vulgars Red Squirre!
Clethrionomys giareolus  Bank Vole
Apodemus sylvaticu Wood Mouse
Apodemtis Aaviolls Yeliow-necked Mouse
Aphodemus agrarnus Striped Field Mouse
Rattus norvegricus Brown/Common Rat
Glis giis Edible Mouse

Lepus capensis Brown Hare

The Breite 1s @ coherent area of approximately 70 kmz2, this surface provides the minimum
Imng surface of a wolf and for a healthy population of bears [both Appendix Il of the
European habitat directive species) Any increase of this coherent area will probably result
in the disappearance or at a minimum N destabiisation of the present population of both
specles

The presence of the very old oaks on the plateau results n an abnormal high
concentration of holiow trees  These hollows are from different shape and volume There
are not only the usual woodpecker hollows, but because of the elderiness, there are also
lots of hollow branches and trunks  The old oaks on the Breite Plateau are the breeding
places for birds like Hoopoes, Tawny Owis and several species of woodpeckers

For mammails the area is a hotspot, especially for holiow tree depended species We found
many bat species (ail strictly protected by different international laws) using these trees,
Leisler's Bat Ayctalus /ersfers [Romanian Red list specie), Noctule Bat Ayezaius noctula, Long-
eared Bat Plecotus suritus/austriacus and several other bat species  From Ajctalus festen

36
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32 2 The Orchard of Malancrav

‘

Introduction

Dunng the period of the communism farming had to be done at a large scale  In
Malancrav an orchard of nearly 1 square km was made. After the communism, nobody
took care of the orchard, this situation continued for 9 years until the year 2000 From that
moment on, the Mihar Emunescu Trust rented the orchard and tried to improve the quality
of the orchard by introducing biological systems. The apples of the orchard are not for
direct consumption, rather for the production of biological apple juice
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List of the most important animals = Alad
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Following Iists are the resuits of ammal species recorded :n or just around the orchard

List of mammals

Crocradura suaveolens Lesser white-tooted shrew, Sorex araneus Common shrew, 73/oa
europea Common mole, Fpistrelius pipistrefius Common pipistreile, Nyctaius noctiia
Noctule, bat Epresicus misonm Northern bat, Visdpes wujpes European red fox, Lirsus arctos
European browns bear, Mustela rivals \Weasel, Martes foina Beech [Stone| marten,
Clethronomys giareolus Bank Vole, Fiymys subterraneus Common pine vole, Apodemus
rmcrops Pygmy field mouse, Apodernus syivaticus Wood mouse, Apodemus faviolis
Yellow-necked mouse, Rartus norvegicus Brown/Common Rat, Mus muscuius House
mouse, Giis gis Edible dormouse, Lepus capens:s Brown hare

List of bir

Sparrowbhawk

Common Buzzard

Stock Dove

Wwoodpigeon

Turtle Dove

Collared Dove

Scops Owl

Little Owl

Tawny Owi

European Bee-eater
Hoopoe

Wryneck

Green Woodpecker
Grey-headed Woodpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Woodlark

Barn Swallow

House Martin

White Wagtail

Tree Pipit

Wren

Robin

Black Redstart

Blackbird

Song Thrush

Common Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Garden Warbler

Blackcap

Chiffchaff

Spotted Fiycatcher

Marsh Tit

Acciprter nisus

Buteo buteo
Columba oenas
Columba palurnbus
Streptopeha turtur
Strepropelia decaocto
Otus scops

Athere noctua

Strix aluco

Merops gpiaster
Upupa epops

Wrix torguilia

Prcus viridis

FPrcus canus
Dengrocopos rnor
Dendrocopos meaius
Dendrocopos major
Luliuia arborea
Hirundo rustica
Delchon urbica
Motacilz alba

Anthus triviahs
Trogiodytes troglodytes
Enthacus rubecuiz
Phoenicurus ochruros
Turdus meruia

Turdus phifornelos
Sydvia commurus
Syvia curruca

Sylvia born

Syvia arricapilia
Prylloscopus collybita
Muscicapa striata
Farus palustrs

48
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2 1 2 Mammal species st

g - Bat detector proof
D = Dead found
F = Footprint

H = Heard by several local peopie

O = Owl peliets

P = Photographed Dy ourselves

S = Seen

T = Trapped

X = Other methods (droppings )

Eastern Hedgehog Ennaceus concolor DHSP |
Lesser White-tooted Screw Crocidura suaveolens PT

Bcollord Whitetoothed Shrew | Crocidura feucodon O

Common Shrew Sorex araneus D

Pygrmy Shrew Sorex minutes T

Alpine Shrew Sorex alpinutus D

Common Mole 73lpa europes D.O

Whiskered Bat Myous rystacinus/brandtn 1S

Natter's Bat Myotis natterer B

Greater Mous-eared Bat Myous myotis D.S

Common Pipistreile Piowstrelus pipistrelis =]

Pygmy Pipistreile Pipistrefius pygrgeus B

Leisler's Bat Nictalus leisters BPT

Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctulz BS

Geater Noctule Nyctalus Iasiopterus B,S

Northern Bat Eptesicus rilsonty BS

Grey Long-eared Bat Plecotus austriacus DS

Brown Long-eared Bat Flecotus aurtus S

Barbastelle Bat Barbastelius barbastelius B

Wolf Carus lupus H

European Red Fox Vipes vulpes F.H.S

European Brown bear Ursus arctos F.HS

Weasel Mustela nivals H

Stoat Mustelg errminaa H

Pine Marten Martes foina X.H

Beech Marten Martes martes H

Eurasian Badger Meres meles FH

Otter Lutra lutra H

Western Polecat Mustela putorius H

Wild Cat Fels sytvestris F.S.H

Wild Boar SUs scrofa F.SH :
Red Dear Cenvus elgphus F.SH i
Roe Dear (3preolus caorecius F.S.H T
Red Squirrel Scwrus vuigaris F.SH

Northern Water vole AnVICOI3 terrestrs O

Bank Voie Clethrionomys glareolus |D,0O.T
Common/Snow Vole Microtus anvals/nivals 5)

Common Pire Vole Pityrnys sublerraneus DOT




